
Entering Law Students, 

 

On behalf of the Student Bar Association (SBA) and the entire student body, we are honored 

to officially welcome you to Northwestern Law.  

 

A year ago, we were in your exact position. We were nervous, questioning whether we would 

be able to succeed, thrive, make friends, and actually make it through the 1, 2, or 3 years of 

law school ahead. We write to you today to assure you that you can do it. You can succeed, 

you can thrive, you can make friends, and you can make it through the year(s) of law school. 

Thousands of students have walked through the doors of this law school. And thousands of 

students have walked across the stage, graduating with a Northwestern Law degree. Law 

school is not an impossible feat. It is undoubtedly a difficult one, but we assure you it is not 

impossible. We ask you to always, always, keep this in mind. 

 

You will need hard work and dedication, but more importantly remember: the Northwestern 

community creates an environment where you will want to do your very best. This is a truly 

supportive academic community. If you miss class, do not be surprised to find an email with 

notes in your inbox before you have even asked someone for them. And if you see someone 

missing in class, go ahead and do the same for them. 

 

Your fellow classmates, the SBA and its committees, and our student organizations are all 

here to support you and to enrich your law school experience. We encourage you to use those 

tools and resources. Sign up for a committee, be a member of a club, engage with your fellow 

classmates and upperclassmen. These shared experiences will make your time at 

Northwestern exciting, fun, and most of all, fulfilling. We encourage you to join us at noon 

on the Thursday of Orientation Week for a discussion and presentation on all the ways you 

can become involved in the law school community. When you involve yourself in this 

community, you will build lifelong connections with your fellow students, professors, 

alumni, and other legal professionals. 

 

The orientation process will be exciting, yet nerve-wracking. You will learn how to brief a 

case, determine what note-taking system you prefer, and experience your first law school 

class. You will discover the routine that works for you. When you pinpoint the seat in the 

library where you feel the most productive, when you narrow down the color of highlighter 

you want to use, and when you find a tenable daily schedule, stick to that. Whatever study 

habits you find successful, stick with those. Do not be overwhelmed by what other people are 

doing and do not get caught up thinking that you are not doing it right: you are here because 

we know you can succeed. 

 

Ask. Be ambitious. Do not be shy. 

 

Show initiative. Work hard. Engage.  

 

Do not hesitate. Enjoy. 

 

Welcome to Northwestern Law. 

 

Warm regards, 

Ghassan Shamieh, Sid Ray, Brian Cox & Kevin Sanders 

SBA Executive Committee 


